GLOBAL SERVICE / INDUSTRY 


Dress Code and First Impression 

AUDIT/TAX/ADVISORY/LINE OF BUSINESS 


Business dress 


Business Standard - which is the default dress for 
business. It basically consists of a suit, shirt, tie, jacket for 
him, and a knee length skirt or suit with a blouse for her. 

Business Casual - which needs a little more thought. This 
can range from Business Standard without a tie, to Smart 
Casual. 

Smart Casual - which means that you dress 
professionally but you feel relaxed. 
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Business standard for him 
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Fabrics 


• Prefer heavier fabrics and stronger patterns 

• Fine combed wool, with the inclusion of cashmere in 
more expensive fabrics; or wool-polyester blends 
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Collared dress shirt 


• Clean and well pressed. White is 
the universally preferred color. 


• Ideally the shirt should be French 
cuffed and worn with cufflinks 
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Shirt and tie 


• Tie is required 



• The proper length for a 

tie is for the tip of the 
wide end to touch the top 
of your belt 


•The top button of the 
collar of the shirt must 
be done up 
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Shirt and tie matching 



• First the suit, then the shirt, and keep the tie for last 

• Pay attention to different patterns: 

S combine patterned fabrics with unpatterned; 

S combine tiny patterns with large patterns. 

• Two different stripes/ checks/ patterns 

• Keep it simple: prefer solid coloured shirts 
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A Four In Hand necktie knot 
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The simple Windsor necktie knot 
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Double Windsor necktie knot 
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Business jacket and suit 


• Plain dark suits are the safest option, 
but any good quality suit is suitable 

• A pinstripe can also be a good choice 




A blazer is not normally acceptable 
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Sweater and pullover 



Sweater with a fine knit 


• V-neck pullover, woolen vest with a 
shirt and tie 
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Suite pants 


• Must match the jacket 

• A second pair of matching pants is always a good idea 
with every business suit, if available, as they suffer more 
wear than the jacket 
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Dress socks 


• Ideally the same color as your suit 

• At least as dark as your suit 

• Mid-calf length 

• No patterns, logos, or pictures 
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• Leather 

• Preferably black 

• At least as dark as your socks 

• Always wear lace up shoes 
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Don'ts 


• Bright or neon colours 

• Earrings 

• Tattoos and body/ ear piercing (may not be visible) 

• T-shirts (also if visible under work shirt) 

• Ties with slogans or cartoons 

• Bright, printed, oversized sweater 

• Chains 

• Corduroys and cargo pants 

• Moccasins, boots, suede shoes 
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Business standard for her 



© 2008 ZAO KPMG, a company incorporated under the Laws of the Russian Federation and a member firm of the KPMG network of independent member firms affiliated with 

KPMG International, a Swiss cooperative. All rights reserved. Printed in Russia. 


17 





Business jacket and suit 



• Jackets are not normally required for 
ladies. Although suits are increasingly 
popular 

• Dress with a jacket is also welcome 

• Pinstripes or plaid fabrics are 
acceptable 
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Blouse and Shirt 



• Clean and well pressed. 
White is the universally 
preferred color 



• Blouse scarf if desired 
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Skirts and pants 


• No patterns other than vertical stripes or tight checkered 
patterns. 


• Prefer monotonous colours. Best choices would be black, 
brown, blue, grey, dark green, beige or white. 


• Skirts should be at least knee length. 
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Sweater, pullover, vest 


• can be normal, turtleneck, 
knit, etc. 

• can have patterns of 
horizontal/vertical stripes or 
monotones 
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Footwear 



• Closed Toe 

• Low Heel 

• Tights or stockings are obligatory 
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Jewelry and Accessories 



• A small amount of jewelry may normally be worn but 
should not distract from your status as a professional 
business person. 
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Hair and make-up 



• A minimalist approach to 
make-up 


• Always style your hair 


• Fresh nail polish 
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Don'ts 



• Sheer, glittery and rumpled fabrics, neon colours, mini-skirts, 
tight blouses and skirts, low necklines 

• Body piercing and tattoos (may not be visible) 

• Denim - jackets, skirts or shirts 

• Bright, printed, oversized sweaters 

• Fishnet stockings; brightly-coloured tights 


• Skimpy sundresses 

• Visible underwear 

• Open-toed or platform shoes 
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For him 




• Sweater or pullover 

• Jeans or velvet jacket 

• Black or dark-blue jeans 

• Slacks, khaki, corduroy or 
cotton pants 

• Suede shoes, moccasins, 
loafers 
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• Sleeveless short shirts 

• T-shirt 

• Jeans in any other colour 
than black or dark-blue 

• Shabby jeans, stretched 
pants, shorts 

• Sandals, slippers, athletic 
shoes 

• Earrings 
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For her 


• Khaki, corduroy, tweed or 
cotton pants or skirt 

• Black or dark-blue jeans 

• Linen or velvet jacket 

• Fancy clothes with 
sophisticated pattern 

• Polo/ knit shirt orT-shirt 

• Suede shoes, moccasins, 
open-toed shoes 
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• Jeans in any other colour 
than black or dark-blued 

• Shabby jeans, stretched 
pants, shorts 

• Halter-neck dress, tank top 

• See-through or open back 
blouse, low necklines 

• Patterned or brigthly colored 
tights or hose 

• Sandals, slippers, athletic 
shoes 
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The information contained herein is of a general nature and is not intended to address the circumstances of any particular individual or entity. Although we endeavor 
to provide accurate and timely information, there can be no guarantee that such information is accurate as of the date it is received or that it will continue to be 
accurate in the future. No one should act on such information without appropriate professional advice after a thorough examination of the particular situation. 


ZAO KPMG 
+7 ( 495 ) 937 4477 

www.kpmg.ru 
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